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* M O LY NEUX 


Kim Philby, recruited into ^ 
Soviet intelligence in 1933, 1 
was ready by 1944 to exploit 
his 11 years of deception. The 
West was about to enter the 
crucial years of the cold war 
and Philby the Soviet spy was 
the head of the Soviet section s V 
of the British Secret Intelli- 
gence Service. And Donald 
Maclean, three years after , i; 
Philby’s breakthrough, had 
penetrated to the heart of ? 
America’s secret atomic pro- 
gramme^ . .. . -j 


PHILBY AND 
MACLEAN: 
THE YEARS 
OF DAMAGE 
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This was a scheme designed to 
test the feasibility of breaking 
Communist control of Eastei ' 
Europe bv subversion the 
ends m a crackle of small-arms 
fire on bleak hillsides, and the 
wlicv 


; r r% 




scd office- 


ce-ganus that the 
i get forgotten. But in 
« JMs account of Chilly's career 
from 1945 to 1951 I here arc two 
' " j ral icial episodes whn.h luridly 
t rataminate the realities of the 
ESUlpne. 

M&p. '.The first case is a man alone: a 
F*» agchriet intelligence officer caught 
j dBlfhe act of trying to defect to 
TM West That story ends with 
; i'i|andat:ed figure being husiied 
BMard a Russian plane in 
- ~H»nbul 

- i<;||n the second case, there are 


which might have cam 

Soviet Government a lot of 
trouble 

Peh'"d each i c the shadow 
of Kim Philby — the Soviet pene- 
tration-agent at the heart of the 
Secret Intelligence Service, 
man whose loyalty went unc 
tioned for so long. Indeec . 
might never have been ques-. 
tioned, but for the fact that Philby,* 
was caught up in the complex 
aftermath of Donald Maclean’s 
espionage for the Russians. 


man Robert Amory and verified 

by a State Department official — for the Russians 
that in 1956 the CIA and SIS Early in August 1945 an unex- 
were working on plans to snatch-- peeled visitor with a heaw Rus- 
Macjean back from Moscow. As siaui accent called at the British 

he has never been interrogated Consulate m the Beyoglu district 

m the West, even such questions of Istanbul in Turkey- The man, 
the nature of his contacts mush- .... obviously very nervous, demanded 


nr 


still be mysterious 
What can be closely mapped 
in this article is the scope of his 
information — most vividly illus- 
trated by the amazing " non- >, 
e escort " pass which allowed him 
free access to the greatest store- 
house of American weapons 
secrets, the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission H Q in Washington, (That 
pass was used often, and late at 
night.) Philby, of course, knew 
that it was worth some risk to get ® 


-operating in rne urmsn embassy" 
in Turkey, he said, so he could 
not risk anyone typing copies of 
his material. Secondly, there 
must be a decision within twenty- 
aiie days. If he had not heard by 
the evening of the twenty-first 
day, he would assume the deal 
- was off. He departed after 
making complex arrangements 
for getting in touch. 


was essentially different 
character and its precise effect 
can only be presumed. The£ 
W’estern intelligence community 

probably still does not 1 

exactly how much infort, 
Maclean actually got throu 
the Russians out of the r - 


questioned. He never guessed 
that the accident of Burgess’* 
(light with Maclean in 195 b- 
would begin the destruction or 
Philby's own unique position. 


Volkov: 
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an interview with a certain high- 
ranking British diplomat He 
wanted no one else present but 
himself and this diplomat — not 
even an interpreter. 

The officer was found and the 
man was ushered into a quiet - 
room There, he spelt out the 
reason for his visit. He gave his 
name as Volkov. Ostensibly, he - 
was a newly-appointed Russian 
consul in Istanbul. Actually, he 
said, he had been appointed 
head of Soviet Intelligence for 
Turkey 

He had arrived oniv two,-. 
months earlier from the Moscow 
headquarters of the N K V Efc 

proposition to make. In return J 8 - „°J the V) Vo k °T I 

for £27.500 (an odd amount, but ,£* a 

probably converted from a round 
-sum in roubles), plus a laissez- 
- passer to Cyprus, Volkov was pre- 
pared to offer certain valuable 
counter - espionage information. 

Were the British interested? 


The British diplomat spent a 
long night preparing a hand- 
written brief addressed to the 
„ S I S in London, and it went away. 

, with the courier next day. After] 

. , a week, there had been no. ! 

response, and a cable was sent 
. from the Embassy in Turkey ask- 
ing for a reply. After another 
week, there was still no reply; 
and on the twentieth day the 
diplomat who had interviewed 
Volkov had still heard nothing, 
and was almost frantic 


Philby 
survives an 
inspection 


[ PCTCE 1HI, dlM16tUre that Kim 

philby became a Soviet penetra- 

tion agent in 1933, several 
attempts have been made to pre- 

pend that Philby was some kind 
lof wartime undesirable, who was 

-[{accidentally left behind in the 

{{peacetime SIS. This argument 

'Is badly weakened by the fact that 

|there was a vigorous shakeout of 
Ithe SIS in 1946, which was 
Tinjehded precisely to remove any 

ul. — -“ able people who had slipped 

■ing the confused days of 


figure wearing a cutaway collar 
with a flowing Byronesque cravat. 
It was Kim Philby. 

The diplomat who had inter- 
viewed Volkov, with' nerves- 
understandably taut, pointed out. 


understandably taut, pointed out 
~ u -.1 u j. i , , that the delav had probablv 

? THE LAST days of the -seconrf^ on?of the resIdLnT S iTn^. ffikhjthe hellcould^me^ 

* th°e r S(ac "wre ma?ked^v d ureent 3> ope ™ tin g u ^ er diplorna t« c C0 Yf r one have come out soontr. Philby 

rne peace, were marked oy urgent! —although the Russian, it seems, nrodured rasuallv an aimn/t 

discussions among young English- assumed that he was. Neverthe- ^credible excuse*’ "Sorre^ 


men who had been caught up in' 
the military machine on how to 
. re-assemble their broken careers.: 

, Most had one urgent impulse: to 
- * do something which had nothing 

to do with their war worts. It was 

•wan impulse from which Kim*- - over a batch of handwritten notes 
Philby seemed to be immune. and sketches— this was an outline 
He showed no desire to revive - 0 f what he had to sell 


" assumed that he was. Neverthe- 
less. the diplomat expressed 
cautious interest What was the 
information for sale? Naturally, 
said Voikov, he was not prepared 
to give details until there was a 
‘ eai. 


But— and here he handed^ 


They tried to contact Volkov, 
and waited for word to come, 
back. Nothing happened. In the] 
end they sent men out to 
look for “ Consul Volkov ” — , 
could not be found. 


*1n this naw procsss ths wall cavity is 

Rockwool -a complataly water repellent 

material put in under pressure by a special 

o upheaval, is completed 


^journalism. to > friends who didf:' and with mounting excitement," 

se^e 0 -^ Tobfcld been^he said® " th ™S h the beadin e s I add ^ *™ r of the dela< 

■ “ IVe decided m ioin the burean descriptions of NKVD from Philby. “ I finally made uj 

crats The future beffinos tnT b “ ll 'J ,n ® 5 , m ?* oscow w,th detal)s my mind," he told friends later 
Item ” To wa^-wILv ? f bur ? lar " ala ™ s l sten ? s - — that either Philby was criminal! 

„ 10 wai weary col eagues- - - impressions and guard schedules: incorr Detent or he was a Sovie 

a ‘ n ./be Secret Intelligence Service,.-- numbers of all NKVD cars; a -agent himself ” 

c * n «7gfcsg llke Jf aC0 u- Mu gg« r, dge. htss— i lst of Soviet agents in Turkev,«rs When it was clear that Voiko' 
r3SpB* vinceda willingness t<v work on^; together with their means of"** was not coming Philby return* 
antaeo t n^sts S1 "wh^ ea ?hev G ^uinrf 'fi c 9 rnmun * c ' l l* o n; and Snally-^totondon. A^d tteH ”w™ay^ 
smnfv baffling** Pahnost as a throwaway— ‘ names- jlater. something occurred which 1 

- - Mueeerirl^rec^lK a RussHn *Sents operating inf l revived the whole unhappy affair 

Jt pvrnnnf mlark m Government departments mfi an the mind of the interviewing 

% Puiby^ tos^ence 1 the -c " London. It all looked as though' officer. A Russian militar 
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n thorn' hrrnhod i„ ta, 'i -Comrade Volkov, before taking "craft made an unscheduled! ana 

A them lurched round to take a|^ U p his post in Istanbul, had quite irregular landing atf i 

- du-K at tbc - R . usslan Embassy. spent some time in Moscow Istanbul airport 

,,‘Philby marched up and down, p l 

«. shaking his fist at the silent build- 
],"j|ing. and demanding: " How are 


zeal, of course, 
ihighly explicable in retrospect: & 
, long-term Soviet agent who had* 
succeeded in early 1944 in becom- 
ing head of the British counters 
Soviet espionage operation would 
hardly be ready to get out of the 
business. His war w as just begin- 1 : 


1 airport. 

^acquiring material which could «■„ while the control tower was 
take him into the Western world* still trying to think of something 
a S°' dcn one-way ticket. * ■"to do. a car raced out across the 
The British official went straight*^ tarmac to the aircraft. A heavily-^. 


[to his Ambassador. Sir Maurice?"” bandaged figure on a stretcher!* 
'f eterson.^ But the reaction fron*. was lifted from the car and put * 


the Ambassador was one of 
straight horror: he had for some* 
time been trying to prevent what 
he regarded as an " invasion ” of 
the Embassy by SIS men under 
cover, and he saw the Volkov 


■avorting outside . ^business, as a step in the same. 

IH ne is going 

into a nest 
If you must go 
ahead ttith this business, do it' 
through London.” i 
The official returned to the 
waiting Russian. London would 
have to! have tirne to 


indiscretion than the action '• turn my Embassv inti 
r |cing-driver who cuts one^? spies,” he said *‘If y 


Around this time, however, 
Philby was involved in a serious 
and peculiar incident. The way 
handled raises strange 


questions about thg| philosoiih Wg s aid. 


i wqs ■ wqrking in ttaMei* 
f q?i>y Iwfause wWen the* 
^^Ws fater, canoe ia the ■„< 


decision. i>n the proposl 



. the aircraft — which immedi- 
ately took off. 

It seemed to be an urgent 
Russian removal in the bravura 
style which was more common 
then, although still to be seen on 
occasion. And it seemed a iair 
assumption that the man being 
removed was the unfortunate 
Volkov: on which the interviewing 
officer decided to pass on his 
doubts about Kim Philby to some- 
one else. 

He contacted a British SIS 
and reported his version* 
Volkov incident. But 
^nothing seems to have happened. „ 
If there was an inquiry. It was 
kept strictly ipnsftte the ‘S I S' 
family circle. And clearly the 
& -Vbicpdeirt, although -later thought 


juigke a officer, i 
ijtlo^ he _of the 

ii 1 “nothing 


rise from LondoiV directorship of 
anti-Soviet operations, through 
an important field command to 
the position of CIA liaison in 
Washington. 
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a result of this. It is nqt 
e clear whether the operation 
a part of the general inspeC- 
of the Foreign Office carried 
that year under the present 
Lord Caccia — that inspection did 
puch on SIS and MI 5— dr 

was - *- 

It is 

’hilby survived 
The year 1946 began on a good 
note for him, because he received 
In O B E in the New Year’s 
honours (the list gave no specific 
leason for the award and merely 
J "'ri he was employed "mi 
partment Of the Foreign 
ice”). Philby’s colleagues- and 
iubordinates thought it was Weil 

Reserved: he was an immensely 

hard-working officer — more often 
lhan not the last man in the dBce 
it night, and the one who look" 
in the chore of locking-up. 

The only thing which seemed 
jven slightly likely to impede 
nis rise to the top of the Service 
k as a alight neglect of the secMl 
ibligadens of departmental life. 

Continued on neat page . . 
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THE SUNDAY TIMES, 15 OCTOBER 1967 


PAR] TWO OF THE PHILBY CONSPIRACY, A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 


Mount Ararat, the double-humped mountain on the Turklsh- 
Soviet border: above from the Turkish side, below from the 
OBE, 1946, Phtlby’s Soviet side. Philby enigmatically kept a copy of the Soviet- 
*- **,’ hich side was he on? 



reward for war work 


side picture as a souvenir. 


Aiken, Philby ’s second wife 


Secretary, Donald Maclean, 6 foot 4 tefches t 


e pret e n d t o th a m Th i 


Conftmmd from previous pagi — aWUW . that U s „ — „ -» B ... . ,„ nt m 

-for the Soviet authorities field job, even in such a glthat he was a British agent 2 

&S3 “Ah t. s i s £ '*jg “Z ISiTtSS vSS StaSf fuss 

•ltsss sJBVSf V ^« 2 S 5 W sff .?■* •“•s ,b! 


h Union Mlni^re du Haut 


Hflut _Y ha j[ |li,r 

ouM ^®that Hade 





uSa.'srVSa? Si*SS? sstwjsl ssl kjLs&s**. «=* 

‘ * ““ blr Micna 


entertainment of the staff. 
(The philosophy, perhaps 
more typical of the CIA 
jthese days, was to keep 
tiie secret world 

"’t as possible, even a 


t'o "occur' in Turkish intelli- 


■pref erred to spend the time 
with his second wife Aileen 
■nit his growing family, 
i A food reason for Philby to 


have been 

Um fact that 4t would lessen 

" * ‘t ot par J *' 

hispolit 

Jte people 

at this time seem to have held 
flight-wing views, sometimes 
extremely pronounced. 

One woman who worked in 
Philby’* department recalls 


mentioning the only 
, , ence to Philby which 

ordinary diplomat t0 occur , n Turkish 

gence files: a reference to his 
meetings with a group of Bul- 
garian and other East Euro- 
an “ students ” whom the 
irks were inclined to think 
were spies. Such contacts 
,*cem humble work for a man 
line.’ *Nvho had just been a depart- 

Istanbul had been an im- mental head. 


Ph^by and found it hard to Jr 
Sfcelteve he was in intelligence „ 
l A work. “ It didn’t seem like hi* „ 


would explain the 
_ lonate defence of Phill- 
,;Jby his colleagues in the S I 
;„when the security officers In 
. IM 1 5 were convinced that he 
**»was a traitor The actions of 
* a man In Philby’s job can be 
^virtually indistinguishable 
"nom treacheiy. Unless his 
'riends stand ny him, he has 


lure of the rising young ^Katanga, the Russians 

liplomat was on the social pave valued anything Maclean . visitor 
tide. Melinda was an : xouM tell them about where IpaftBf us 
in enthusiastic hostess, and^jthe West was buying “ J — 

daclean had a strong distaste Rjurenium, in what “ 

[or the after-hours obliga- r wnd at what price. 


have several typtSU W 


, in what quanta*. § 


Satlie cocktail circuit, the couple - trat ehow T itfl Mhe M acM Son mighi 


an “was a fret, 

the evenings and . 
al work hourarMan ■ 
fce, then a iocurity: 

i the building re-j*paa too mmiy uniwn 
: Mlrkon was usingpfnends. ’.V t- 
- “so often and ats In later year* wild rums 
that he ’eventually ’circulated about Made: 


no defence when something jj 
goes wrong. Very shortly - 


ixtraordinary solecism of took until January 1948 to withdrawn. No inquiry, diplomat was even asked by- 

lersistehtly Standing apart, negotiate a modus vivendi for “however, was held. M 1 5 whether he had 

lolding hands- < asperating the Act and In that When security access to a ^attended a (complete]* 

As a common First Secre- neriod'Maelean in his official- -building is tightly controlled, mythical) party In GiaCQa 
iry, it is doubtful how much capacity had access to inform- ,, security inside tends to be “ Where Maclean Was supf 
•formation of real value ation relating to the estimates limited. Jt is clear, from rto haveentertataed tnejg 

iclean would e.ver have made at that time of ore -the evidence of forme rjp^jy publkfy aodutlng an 

en in a position to supply supply available to the three employees, that MacleanYpioy But tne truth waa 

to Moscow. But half way governments, requirement of ’ could have had access to "ffe nough, without « 


: ^st-Wert confrontation Tm-key^the" more ‘curious it ffter the°Turkish tour things through his tour in Washing- uranium for 'the atomic 
•e it even greater import- In the middle of the began to go wrong for Philby, ^ton, he got a job of far energy programmes of the 
it. It was at the centre ^nMl, he’was brought back an n when they did the SIS ^greater significance. The new - three governments for the * ^regul: 
a cold war which seemed ^ England* for a “ James , 6tood by him with an extra- [Ambassador, Sir Archibald - period from 1948 to 1952, and visits 
w wouia lessen — B *y t0 *° hot a ‘ tl * d ™P Stond ’course at a spy-school ordinary apparently inexplic-^JOiark-Kerr (Lord Inver- the definition of scientific 'fully ! 

- of “ Goi ^E t; +22* ra ; ‘-able determination. " 

f »»iines lon E the Sovtot Smed combat, sabotage. A . 

SnlT in thesfs and another border ®feUow-student »*y« that' 

with Communist Bulgaria.’ In "phubv tonoed the course. M«rt| pari 


Ichapel), hhhself a political ^areas in which the three 
centric by FO standards, il^ei ’ J 


■irtually any rooms and files? 
he chose. It is clear from the* 
regularity of his late-n l*Wf! 
— that his intentions wewr, 
satisfied. 

In particular, this i 


By Spring 1949 h 
asm had reached 
proportions. One 
ijvife tells bow Mi 
jcall round for a 


with Communist Bulgaria. - 
(the ’forties, Stalin was loudly 
claiming a big slice of 
Eastern Turkey, plus the 
•right to put Russian bases 


Philby topped the course. 

He spent a good deal of 
time in Turkey travelling 
around the Lake Van district, 
close to the Soviet border. He 


learns atom 


..Jfound in Maclei 
JSespecially appealing sub- 
Hordinate. When the post of 
^British Secretary to the Com- 
fTbined Policy Committee on 


jmments ’deemed technical ^that whatever 

co-operation could be accom- Effect the HacMahon . 

pushed with mutual benefit. ^ % a ve on Maclean’s access to^ llks a dog 
Apart from this fi n*l Ljcurrent information was nuUi-„ fc |l»e window to 
reference to what amounts to*Tied by the^revious records, *tlor 



the entire early blueprint for,4%ept in great dktail, which he 



raisisp^ 

Early ih March the MsrtiMli ' 
hired a wide-sailed batyeim 


...is^ust saying: ‘ Wouldn’t it 

"be awful If the dreadful -th 0U gh' it could easily go 
Socialists got m, when I iot ^Communist also. 

behind me. I looked round— _adv a nUget 

and there was Mr Philby 

a( such. 


H I L E, Donald»^e sult of tl 

aclean’s diplomatic- andp^em 


atomic affairs fell vacant, the peacetime atomic energy could freely plunder. _ _ _ 

yjjMaclean was the man programme General Leslie! > This work constitutes sound iet'eff" ip'the N»h 

^designated to fill it. Groves, father of the ; v \“ S e n ce * descS dinner with ftteniT* 

This committee was the WAmencM i atomic programme^ M ^ * an iUni c si pyo! Helouan, 15 miles from 

-suit of the secret Quebec -*« elucidated particulars in - • - *-• 




espionage. Much Communist 


harsh words accom- 


g q l s e d 

iped shape — — 

ild puzzle over that pic- 
ture, and when some of them 


urtshlng communities 
Armenians, Georgians, Bul- 
garians and Albanians with 


urkish-Sovlet r sn T on a™_, ar e ers had been T^nited States, Britain ana uie u 

people whov ^PT^^f n ? w a "hington ? Ganada; its main function was states perfected a 
the double- .tived as a -to control the exchange of method for converting 

S un<f September atomic information between grade ore into high- L 
1^8 H^hadarrivedtherein ' the three Governments. uranium by processing the 

S^L H 1944 f eolden bo^ of Maclean became secretary waste from South African tVl£k 

.. a -i « -sin Pehmarv. 1947. six months- -gold mines. Thi* tacreaaed the VOU(r*lllC 
and reduced the cost-^- 


— - „nd when some ot tnem cmw i944 a golden boy of Maciean oecame secretary "VT 

passes through the ^psked whether the negative ioniffi aerJce, and aT 31 ^jln February, 1947, six ““ttharfl^drai 
- The city has ^ntA, it used to-^^SJiy^ung for his^ter the pasage of thrfrflupply 

— ! ~ Philby enormously. rank MacMahon Act which severely m et iu« 


SI S executive with scarcely 


amuse Philby enormously. ran k. -MacMahon Act which severely 

Presenting people with this Behind him were four suc-E:*^®f} r ^ t 5^ ^ 
tangible evidence of his own cessful wartime years inns 
duplicitv^ave him a perverse London, where he had dls-. • 



thrill. He would ‘usually played his talent for swift, 

harsh word to . .any one, “oM'*Stunboui > 


„ At first sight 

.jis appears to indicate that 
Maclean can have had access 


_ equal measure. The mere • 

knowledge that it could be, 8111*111. IS 
done would have been of “ 
critical value to Moscow’s 
physicists, just as the mere 
knov’ J 


knowledge of the practical 


too much 


tlie voyage took neai 

Irked at being wakened at 
2 a m. h« refuted t# let them 


Melinda 


the 


there are Innumerable bars 
and coffee-houses where 
clandestine meetings are 
easy. 

Philby worked from the 
British Consulate-General, - 

to PkUbyat this time aquaMty lf the^W- _ Be esta- 


simple office L 

was one of th* major xeasons, 
naturally, for his success: he 
was noted for his heavy 
stammer and his even, <--- 
trolled temperament 


picture himself though 
other version of the story 
suggests it was really the 
work of a brilliant Armenian 
. named " Bill ” Ekserdjian, 
reputed to have been one of 
Philby’s most effective agents 
* The picture seems to have 
"been a Ironic symbol of 
PbMby’s enigmatic status. 
Ojearly, through o ut his 


a made impression 

only more palatable by b.Sr >eyed 1 0 ! ; a ^J n ®^ is ^ ve t r h r i; 
casual doziness of manner. “ m 


casualty. In d druhkeh 

workings of the MacMahon BY NOW, however, there 


The war years, in fact were 
the best of his diploma** life.;- 
An eminent colleague pf the 
time Says that they wdte the 
peak of the momentunfikhich 
guaranteed Macleanls. 
quentnrbbotiens, even 
face of an obviously Je 


ment statements from the 
moment Maclean defected. 
But startling new evidence 


Act would have been 

rational guide to. her intel- 
ligence planners. 

Maclean's “ official 


"come* to^iigbt which capacity” stretched beyond 

.entirely contradicts this view. . ' h eae committees Into the 
It consists of the only known A EC building itself. This 
documentary assessment of “as been disclosed by 
the matter roade by either the Admiral Lwh Strauss, the 
flrttite or American Govern- foarnwr. A chairman. 


LJSLrav 


Kac ikge, ^juia-lik. 


were signs of Maclean's ... 
cipient crack-up. He never 
.found treason an easy matter; 
his successes seem to have 
borne heavily on him. He 
had begun to drink more 
freely; life with Melinda waif 
becoming more difficult. 

These dormant traumas 
vividly into the open 




_ ... leantt»«#to»« 

, 4 . .throttle, i . her. . . Th* seated 
was an AmMfcan who , te» 
over as soon as they landed 
and cracked his skull. An 
Hgy ptian, tertftewao, 'attracted , 
by the noise, chaubiged the 

started to swing the min 
round his head A fellow 
member of the Embassy tried 
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